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[ Abstract]

This paper analyzes the impact of Donald Trump’s second term on the
international order and Taiwan’s survival space through the lens of “neo-
isolationism.” Trump’s new isolationism does not signify withdrawal from
international affairs, but rather replaces multilateral cooperation and alliance
commitments with transactional, unilateral approaches, systematically
weakening the liberal international order. This shift creates regional
uncertainty: the credibility of U.S. commitments to Taiwan diminishes,
Taiwan risks being incorporated into U.S.-China bargaining, while China
exploits the loosening of the U.S. alliance network to expand its political
and military influence. Therefore, Taiwan must enhance economic and
supply chain “de-risking,” fortify its semiconductor “silicon shield,” develop
asymmetric defense capabilities, and deepen cooperation with middle powers
like Japan and the EU to boost political and economic resilience. The study
concludes that Taiwan’s long-term security depends on “self-reliant security”
and “advancing both soft and hard power.” By integrating self-defense,
economic strategy, and multilateral diplomacy, Taiwan can maintain and

expand its survival space amid the restructuring of the international order.

Keywords: Trump 2.0 Era, New Isolationism, Liberal International Order,
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